Cool Climate Champions crowned
STAFF and pupils at Middleforth C of E Primary School have won £1,000 for their school in a competition encouraging Lancashire schools to "go green".  
The Cool Climate Challenge was open to all schools, which had participated in Lancashire County Council's Cool Climate Project, and encouraged them to come up with ideas to make practical changes to reduce their environmental impact.
Pupils at the school held a successful "switch off fortnight" to reduce the amount of energy wasted through lights and appliances being left on with children and staff pledging to switch lights and equipment off when they were not being used.
Mrs Bird, the schools eco-coordinator, said: "At the end of the two weeks the number of appliances on standby had halved, and more than 3 times as many lights were switched off.  
"This project means we have learnt that even the little things we each do can have a big effect.  Reducing our environmental impact is a real team effort with every child in the school having the opportunity to contribute."

The school is committed to showing pupils and staff how they can do simple things that can make a difference, like switching things off. They already have an ambitious plan to use their prize money by developing and expanding their existing vegetable gardens and grow salad and crops to be used in school lunches.
The closing date for this year’s Cool Climate competition is 30th September 2010 and full details are available via the programme’s website www.its-our-planet.co.uk.

“The children have been so enthusiastic about what they have learnt in the climate change workshops that we thought they deserved a chance to show off what they’d learnt,” said Suzi McPherson, Education & Training Manager at Groundwork Pennine Lancashire, “Now they’ve had a chance to prove they can make a difference – and won a great prize too”.

County Councillor Tim Ashton added: "It's really important that we get messages about how easy it is for everyone to make changes that can help them go greener.  
"Schools across Lancashire use lots of energy and this project at Middleforth is a great example of how involving everyone in the school can cut electricity use and bills.  
"It is also encouraging to see that they have plans in place to spend the money on a further project that will mean they have healthy food available and can see it through from seed to feed."
The Cool Climate Programme is funded by Lancashire County Council and has been developed and run by Groundwork Pennine Lancashire, supported by Groundwork Lancashire West and Wigan.  
180 workshops will be provided per year and are aimed at pupils in junior and lower secondary (Key stages 2 and 3), their teachers and teaching assistants. 

The workshops are free and all participating schools will be able to take part in the Cool Climate Challenge – an annual competition for schools to come up with innovative ways of reducing their carbon footprint.  
For more information and to book a workshop please contact Suzi McPherson at Groundwork Pennine Lancashire 01254 265163 or email suzi.mcpherson@groundwork.org.uk
