
Visit to Springfields Nuclear Site 
 
Students taking part in the LASS project went on a visit to Springfields Nuclear Fuel 
Manufacturing Plant, near Preston. Springfields has been safely manufacturing nuclear 
fuel for over 60 years and was the first plant in the world to make nuclear fuel for 
commercial power stations.  To date they have produced several million fuel elements 
and provided products and services for over 140 reactors in more than 12 countries. 
 
The aim of the visit was to show students the role of Springfields fuels in producing 
nuclear energy.  Nuclear energy makes a significant contribution towards reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.  Globally, electricity supplied by nuclear power stations 
avoids the emission of around 2 billion ton of carbon dioxide annually. 
 
Students discussed the 'energy' part of the plant and then were taken on a tour of the 
Oxide Fuel Complex which was very informative and interactive.  
Along the way students were tasked with answering questions about the oxide fuel 
complex.  
 
After a delicious 3 course meal provided by Springfields a presentation was given by 
the trip leaders which reinforced the measures that Springfields takes to ensure that the 
site is sympathetic towards the environment.  
 
One teacher commented ’The day was very informative and enjoyed and the staff at the 
plant very hospitable.’  
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